“Let us have faith that right 

makes might and in that faith 

let us dare to do our duty as 
we understand it.” 


VPLVMBV 


‘The Difficult Thing May 

Be Done Right Away. The 

Impossible Takes a Little 
Longer.” 
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SOME “PERSONALS” FROM 
PERSONNEL 


Sherman Miller—Personnel Director 


On Tuesday of this 
week, it was my privi- 
lege to attend a very in- 
teresting conference on 
Industrial Relations, and 
a few of the findings 
will be passed on to you 
here. 

We learned that turn- 
over and absenteeism 
are greater in the Los Angeles area 
than they are at Plomb. We learned 
that California leads the nation in the 
placement of veterans, and that 30 
per cent of returning veterans prefer 
to stay in California. That is one rea- 
son that housing is Southern Califor- 
nia’s greatest worry. 


We learned from the head of selec- 
tive service that many more combat 
troops are needed and that replace- 
ments must be drawn from the men 
now deferred in the 26 to 30 age 
group. The average company will be 
allowed to keep approximately 15 per 
cent of the men in this age bracket. 
Whom we are able to keep is a mat- 
ter that is up to the Army Air Forces, 
our certifying agent. 


We were told that contracts com- 
ing into this area are continually ris- 
ing, in spite of the continued shortage 
of steel. Civilian production is going 
to suffer more in 1945 than it has at 
any time in the past four years. There 
will be fewer tires, less textile mate- 
rial, nO new cars, and about enough 
shoes for each person to buy one pair 
a year. 


Still things aren’t all bad. Prices, 
according to the Bureau of Labor Sta- 
tistics, have risen only 28 per cent 
during this war, as compared with 62 
per cent during the last war. 


Things are not easy on any of us, 
but then, these are not easy times. 


Help Wantedes 


MARCH 23, 1945 


OLE SCOUT’S OBSERVATIONS 
Girls’ Basketball 


Plomb Tool’s fighting, but hopeless- 
ly outclassed, casaba quintet was 
mauled to a 36 to 11 defeat at the 
hands of Norris “‘Stampers’’ last Tues- 
day night, the ‘‘Stampers’’ definitely 
showing why they are the ‘“‘class’’ of 
the League. 

The Toolerettes tried hard and com- 
pletely dominated the play in the 2nd 
quarter when they scored 9 of their 
total points. Half time found the score 
19 to 9 but in the last half Norris, us- 
ing their superior height advantage, 
controlled the ball completely. 

Coach Grim used his whole gang of 
girls in the francas, substituting fre- 
quently throughout the game in try- 
ing to stem the tide. 

Mildred Meyers was high point girl 
for Plomb with 4 points and looked 
very good defensively, too. Phyllis 
Gade also played nice defensive ball, 
stealing the bulb out the ‘“‘Stampers”’ 
hands several times. 

The Ole Scout also throws a bouquet 
to Pearl McClenan, our regular guard, 
who throughout the season has done a 
stellar job on defense for the Tooler- 
ettes. 

Next Tuesday nite Plomb meets 
O'Keefe and Merritt's five at the 
Whittier Street Y.M.C.A. in their last 
game of the season. The Ole Scout 
urges all rooters to attend this final 
session and give the girls a much need- 
ed, and sadly lacking, rooting section. 


Bowling 


While the Tool Grinders are coast- 
ing, having already clinched the covet- 
ed lst slot, the rest of teams continue 
to fight it out for the remaining next 
four positions in our League, the first 
five teams receiving position bonuses. 

The Scout, whose chin is now miss- 
ing, will make no further predictions— 
at least not until next week when he 
feels he might get the sure thing. 

The Foursome, now minus the serv- 
ices of their Captain, Eddie Bess, go 
into the final two weeks prepared to 
hold on by their teeth to the No. 2 
spot. 


(Continued on page 2) 


NO. 12 


ANNIVERSARY PINS 


The following employees earned an- 
niversary pins during the past week: 


Office— 


THOMAS BRADLEY years 


COURTENAY OVERIN .... 5 years 
MILDRED JACKSON ...... 2 years 
ZANIE SAWAYAS = > —45s0. 2 years 
Factory— 

Me EININGER® 5. ..atiat es 3 years 
DANUMEBRENDEZ. 3 xa3" 3 years 
OLIVER: SMITH | ...<..% . 3 years 
JAC AWIEEY) 2. < sen S eran oe 3 9 years 
Chicago Plant— 

ROMAN LEWANDOWSKI . 2 years 


THE WHINERS 


Contributed by Donne Fay 
| don’t mind the man with a red-blood- 
ed kick 
At a real or a fancied wrong; 
| can stand for the chap with the 
grouch if he’s quick 
To drop it when joy comes along. 


| have praise for the fellow who says 
what he thinks, 
Though his thoughts may not fit 
with mine, 
But spare me from having to mix with 
the ginks 
Who go through the world with a 
whine. 


| am willing to listen to sinner or saint 

Who's willing to fight for his rights, 

And there’s something sometimes in 
an honest complaint 

That the soul of me really delights. 


For kickers are useful and grouchers 
are wise, 
For their purpose is frequently fine; 
But spare me from having to mix with 
the guys 
Who go through the world with a 
whine. 


The Anvil Chorus 


Published by and 
for Employees of 
PLOMB TOOL COMPANY 
2203 Santa Fe Ave. 
Los Angeles 11, Calif. 


Editor — R. C. Walter 
Photographer — Jack O’Brien 
CONTRIBUTORS 


All Plomb Toolers at home and 
in the armed services 


Permission to use any material in 
this issue gladly granted if you 
give credit to Anvil Chorus. 


Bowling 
(Continued from page |) 

Eddie has left for the Army and we 
all wish him the best of luck. 

The Lumberjacks are still in third 
trying desperately to garnishee second 
position. 

At this writing the Straightners, 
Machine Repair, and The Three Spares 
& A Strike are all striving for the oth- 
er two positions. 

It will be noted that in these last 
two weeks of pin massaging all the top 
teams already mentioned are matched 
against each other—The Old Scout 
wonders how it will all turn out! 

Remember—all those who want to 
keggle in our Summer League and who 
have not signed up with either Bob 
Bach or Hugh Waring, be sure to do so 
immediately. 

—EAT AT YOUR CLUB HOUSE — 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


ORPHA wishes to thank Rose Bran- 
non and the girls that sent flowers at 
the time of the death of her sister, 
January 30, mother, February 13, and 
Father, February 28—also each one 
that sent cards. 

Every card and thought was helpful 
and greatly appreciated. It is a great 
comfort to know that one has such 
sympathetic and kind friends as you 
have proven to be. 

Thank you one and all. 

ORPHA HALL 


— VISIT YOUR CLUB HOUSE — 


JO ANN CRAIG of the Stenogra- 
phic pool wishes to thank the Welfare 
Association for the lovely primrose 
plant they sent her during her recent 
illness. 


MRS. JOHN CROSS, who cut her 
fingers severely several weeks ago, 
wishes to say ‘thanks’ to the Welfare 
Association for remembering her. 


METALLURGICAL DEPARTMENT 
F. J. Robbins, Director 


THUMBNAIL SKETCH 


BEN PEPPERDINE 


BEN PEPPERDINE is the quiet and 
unassuming person of the Research and 
Development Department, but what 
an artist does with paint BEN does 
with steel. 

He was born in Kansas and attend- 
ed school there. The school, he tells 
us, was a one-room building that 
housed all grades, and in the winter 
time the room was heated by a stove 
which kept one side of a person hot 
while the other side froze. 

From early boyhood he was interest- 
ed in tools, and for many years he 
owned and operated what we now call 
the Plomb Chicago plant. He has had 
a number of his inventions patented. 

Ben likes to fish and to travel. His 
post-war plans include more travel. 

He is married and has four children. 
He calls his wife his “Manager.” 


— BUY MORE WAR BONDS — 


KENNETH JUDIESCH of the Heat 
Treat Department and OWEN BESS 
of the Engineering Department have 
entered the armed services. Our best 
wishes go with them. 

NELSON E. BARTOO, formerly of 
the Sales Department, is now with the 
Engineering Department. 


We heard a new voice in the office 
the other day and thought we had a 
new employee. But it was only HUGH 


WARING with a soprano voice. He 
said it was the result of his cold. 
WILLIAM NOWELL is _ taking 


TRUDY CHERN’S place in the Quality 
Control Department as Assistant Sta- 
tistician to MR. W. B. RICE. TRUDY 
left to be with her husband 


Pa ro a oa ts 
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SIGN IN A HUNTINGTON PARK 
WAR PLANT: “AS A LAST RESORT, 
USE COMMON SENSE.”’ 


— BUY MORE WAR BONDS — 
SA At STS ERTS DALE EN OL | 


WHO PAYS THE TAXES 
(No. 2 in the Series on the American 
Business System and What Makes 
It Click) 

» Everybody pays taxes. Taxes are the 
money collected to pay the cost of Gov- 
ernment. ‘he farms, torests and mines 
of the country and other resources are 
natural wealth bui do not produce in- 
come until cultivated and developed by 
enterprising business men. 

Transporiation moves them to points 
where they can be used and ihus adds 
to the value of producis. Thus, manu- 
facturing processes add io the value of 
raw material and by selling them ito the 
user produce income. 

Governments do not produce income. 
They merely take a commission. This 
commission is called taxes. City, siate 
and national governments are not pro- 
ducers. They are watchmen and refer- 
ees employed by the people to interpret 
laws and enforce them for our mutual 
protection. They provide schooling for 
children, protection against flood and 
fire, crime, disease and other evils. 
Taxes pay for the upkeep of govern- 
ment. No one escapes. Everyone chips 
in. In normal times about one fifth of 
national income is taken by Federal 
taxes. That means that one dollar out 
of every five, leaving four to be divided 
among growers, processors, manufac- 
turers, workers and distributors. Taxes 
are included in the rent you pay, in 
price of gasoline, cigarettes, beer and 
bread, shoes and clothing. If cost of 
government is high taxes are high. If 
low, taxes are low. 
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PENELOPE AND PLOMB 
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Chapter XIII 

I'm going to write Emily Post 
about two problems— 

The first is — when a soldier 
with campaign ribbons on his 
chest offers me his seat on the 
street car—should | accept his 
offer. (You know how nice a 
seat on the street car is.) | feel 
he is more entitled to a seat than 
| am and yet | don’t want to 
stand there explaining what | 
think with all the people listen- 
ing. 

The second is—umbrellas and 
galoshes. When | leave home in 
the morning and it is raining | 
wear galoshes and carry an um- 
brella. Somehow it always hap- 
pens that the sun is shining when 
| leave Plomb in the evening. 
Now, should | wear my galoshes 
or should | carry them? And how 
does one carry an umbrella safe- 
ly and nonchalantly? It always 
gets in my way or other people’s 
way. 

When it rains the awning over 
the alley near the Inspection De- 
partment begins to bulge. Every 
day | wait and hope that the 
bulges will break and the water 
will fall on somebody. | will 
laugh and laugh. But if | know 
my luck and | think | do, the 
bulges will break and | won't be 
there to see what happens. 


BERTHA KAMBOOR TO BE MARRIED 
IN JUNE 

Bertha Kamboor, daughter of Jim 
and Betty Kamboor of the Silver Kit- 
chen, will be married some time in 
June to Tech. Sgt. Marty Yacoobian 
of the Army Air Corps. Sgt. Yacoo- 
bian was a tail-gunner and was honor- 
ably discharged after serving two and 
a half years. His brother is over seas 
in the Naval Air Corps. Marty was in 
business for himself in Detroit and has 
come to Los Angeles to take up perma- 
nent residence. He has been a friend 
of the family for some years. Bertha 
is a graduate of Los Angeles High 
School and later studied at L. A. City 
College. Sunday there will be a be- 
throthal party at the Kamboor home 
and a little bird tells us that a very 
merry party has been arranged. All of 
us at Plomb join in wishing the happy 
couple a long’ and congenial married 


life. 


PRESIDENTS Editorial 


PENENS CORPORATION 
M. B. P. 


As you know Plomb has two wholly owned subsidiaries, P & C in Ore- 
gon and Penens here in Los Angeles. Plomb has a branch plant in Chicago. 

Penens has been doing a fine job during the last six months. They have 
operated in a manner that has produced substantial progress. They have 
shrunk their organization to a hard core of conscientious individuals who are 
hitting the ball every day. 

They have made more dollars of profit, more percentage of profit and 
have gradually required fewer dollars of investment by Plomb, thus reducing 
the ratio of working capital to sales. 

They have consolidated their offices, moved into pleasant and conven- 
ient new quarters at 2047 Santa Fe Avenue and are all set for come what 
may. 

Penens employees pay $1 a month to the Plomb Employees Association 
just the same as Plomb employees. They are entitled to all the appreciation 
and consideration as full fledged members of the Plomb team. 

Penens people have their own profit-sharing-fund and are just as deter- 
mined to see that there are profits down there that can be shared with them, 
as Plomb employees are here. 

In 1944 Penens sales were 409% of Plomb’s sales. They are really in 
big business too. Their contribution to the war effort has been tremendous. 
The story of how they started to make tools for the Army Air Forces the 
month following Pearl Harbor is one of the romances of industrial history. 
Prior to December 31, 1944, Penens shipped $5,923,000 of Plomb tools to 
U.S. Army Air Forces alone. This is heavy volume and is a real contribution. 

This is the proper and most appropriate time to pin a few orchids on 
the Penens Corporation in appreciation of their accomplishments, and by 
way of inspiration and challenge for the future. 


1. Scene in the Penens ® \ 
small drills and punch (ae 
press department. 


2. Penens’ General Of- } 
fice. 
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CHINESE ENGINEERS VISIT PLOMB PLANT 


Ruby Burbank 


The Chinese Government has se- 
lected eight of its leading river and ir- 
rigation engineers to spend six months 
in this country studying and inspecting 
flood control and irrigation projects, 
engineering laboratories and outstand- 
ing manufacturing plants of special in- 
terest to engineers. While in Los An- 
gener last week Plomb Tool Company 
was selected as the industrial plant in 
this region to be visited and half the 
delegation arranged, through their old 
friend, Major O. J. Todd, for a thor- 
ough inspection under the guidance of 
M. B. P. Though delegation chairman, 
Chang Han-ying, was prevented at the 
last minute from making the trip, he 
plans to see the plant before leaving 
America. Mr. Chang, by the way, is 
Commissioner of the National Con- 
servancy Commission and is in charge 
of the Hydraulic Engineering Section 
of the Central Planning Board of China. 


The visiting party was composed of 
Liu Chung-Juei, Chief Engineer of the 
Shensi Provincial Conservancy Bureau; 
Tsai Chen, Senior Expert, National 
Conservancy Commission; and Wu 
Yiu-sing, Senior Expert in Charge of 
River Regulation and Flood Control, 
National Conservancy Commission, 
and also Col. Geo. G. Streebe and Ma- 
jor O. J. Todd, of the flood control 
Staff of the U. S. (Army) Engineers 
in the Los Angeles District. 

The two American engineers of the 
party have had many years engineer- 
ing experience in the Orient. Col. 
Stroebe served 12 years as an engineer 
on public works in the Phillipines and 
15 years with the Yangtze River Com- 
mission in China in highly responsible 
positions. 


Major Todd had 19 years of unique 
civil engineering experience in China, 
holding posts of high responsibility 
throughout that period, becoming an 
outstanding authority on the Yellow 
River and Flood problems of China. 
For years he laid out and built motor 
roads in many provinces of China. He 
was also very active in the field of ir- 
rigation engineering. These two Uni- 
versity of Michigan trained American 
engineers have very broad China ex- 
periences which will make them use- 
ful members of their profession in the 
Orient after the end of the war with 
Japan. Both have a wide acquaintance 
in China, especially among Chinese en- 
gineers. They are old friends of most 
of the members of this eminent Chi- 
nese delegation. 


These visiting engineers considered 
the trip through the Plomb Tool plant, 
one of the high lights of their tour of 
Western United States. One of them 


CONSUMER 
WHO BUYs GOODS... 


SY 


took a minute at the plant to remark: 
“A civil engineer must be interested 
in something more than the laws of 
flowing water. He must have a broad 
knowledge of practical things that are 
associated with the work of an engi- 
neer. Realizing this, | wish to express 
my deep appreciation of this opportun- 
ity to be shown through this plant 
where | have gained much important 
practical knowledge. | never spent an 
hour more profitably, and | never had 
a more courteous host.”’ 


JACK SCHRENKER JR., MISSING 
IN ACTION 


Jack Schrenker Jr., son of our Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., representative, is ‘missing 
in action,’’ according to word received 
by his family from the War Depart- 
ment. The chances are, that in the 
vast area in which war is being con- 
ducted in Europe, Jack Jr., will be un- 
reported for a few days but will turn 
up safe and sound as have so many 
others. Meanwhile we extend to Jack 
Schrenker and his wife Laura May 
our earnest hope for good news to fol- 
low the bad and that their little fam- 
ily may, once more, be united. 
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A TOAST TO CHINA 


General Electric had a glimpse the 
other day of the unconquerable spirit 
of China. A group of smiling, eager 
young men from that country visited 
six G-E works to learn more about 
America’s newest industrial methods. 
They had been sent for this purpose by 
an agency of the Chinese government. 


When the “‘modernized’’ Japs stole 
China's factories in the coastal region 
at the start of the war, they got in 
many instances only empty shells; the 
machinery had been laboriously moved 
inland. It was presently set up again 
and operating, though only sporadical- 
ly, because of lack of materials. And 
units had to be scattered on account 
of bombings. But the young visitors 
said that one electrical company alone 
now employs 4,000 persons. 


A toast to China and to her cour- 
ageous young men who plan a bright 
future for their country in the midst 
of a dark present! 


— VISIT YOUR CLUB HOUSE — 


SILENCE IS WISDOM IN COLD 
STORAGE. THAW OUT. 


